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Iii February of this year a third officer, under the de-
signation of Adjutant, was appointed to the several cavalry
corps; and a few months afterwards, regulations, having
for their object the change of costume from the native to services.
European, were established for the officers and men of the
cavalry brigade.

Numerous other innovations, opposed and unsuited to
the habits and customs of the men, proceeding from
a spirit of intemperate zeal for the improvement of the
brigade, together with an over-anxious desire to transform
the native horseman into a regular disciplined soldier, had
taken place in the cavalry during the two preceding years,
producing serious discontent, which, operating with other
exciting causes, burst into open mutiny, and led to an
event of a painful and outrageous character.

The real motives to mutiny are not always discoverable.
In this instance they were to be traced to a series of acts,
some of them tyrannical, others imprudent, all of them
opposed to the spirit of the engagement under which the
men entered into the service.

One of the most prominent was the mode and severity
of punishment, another the harsh and harassing system of
drill and discipline. These, combined with other causes
of dissatisfaction, proceeding from disproportionate stop-
t pages from their pay on account of various articles of
equipment provided at their expense, and which had fre-
quently undergone capricious alterations, together with
innovations in dress, distasteful both on account of the
expense as well as from the nature of some of the mate-
rials, produced a feeling of irritation which was inflamed
into open mutiny by the violent and indefensible conduct
of an European officer in ordering two men to be forcibly
shaved, and publicly declaring that all who did not volua-
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